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SIR: 

In order to comply with discretionary rules 37 CFR §§1.97 and 1.98, attached hereto 
is a copy of Form PTO-1449. These documents contain information, which the Examiner 
may consider to be important in deciding whether to issue a patent in the instant application. 

As this Statement is being filed prior to issuance of a first Office Action, no fee is 

due. 

The present Disclosure Statement is being submitted in compliance with 37 CFR 
§1.56 as an Examiner might consider any cited document important in deciding whether to 
allow the application to issue as a patent, but the citation of each document is not to be 
construed as an admission that such document is necessarily relevant or prior art. No 
representation is intended that the cited documents represent the results of a complete search, 
and it is anticipated that the Examiner in the normal course of examination, will make an 
independent search and will determine the best prior art consistent with 37 CFR §§1.104 (a), 
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and in the course of such search will review for relevance every document cited on the 
attached form even if not initialed. 

Early and favorable consideration is respectfully solicited. 

Any fee due with this paper, not fully covered by an enclosed check, may be charged 



on Deposit Account 50-1290. 



Respectfully submitted, 




CUSTOMER NUMBER 026304 

KATTEN MUCHIN ZAVIS ROSENMAN 

575 Madison Avenue 

New York, New York 10022-2585 

(212) 940-8800 

(212) 940-8986 



11163589.01 



2 



Please type a plus sign (+) - 
1449/PTO 



Patent and Trademark Office U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



U.S. Department of Commerce 
Patent and Trademark Office 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Sheet 1 of 1 



Application No. 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket No. 



MASER, Franz, et al. 



HERR 20.480 



Examiner 
Initials 



Cite 
No. 1 



U.S. Patent Document 



US-2,278.039A 



US-2 2 083,765 A 
US-6461727 



U.S. PATENT DOC UMENTS 

Kind ^ ' 



Code 
if known 2 



Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 



Date of 
Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 



B.E. WILLIAMS* 



B.E. WILLiAMS " 



LAUER BERND et al." 



03-31-1942 



06-15-1937 



10-08-2002" 



Pages, Columns 
Lines Where 
Relevant 
Passages or 
Relevant Figures 
Appear 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Exami 
ner 
Initial 
s 



Cite Foreign Patent Document 
No. 1 Office 3 Number 4 Kind 
Code 5 
(if 

known) 



JV0 94 22315A 



J_ 98 53 016 C 



Country 



Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 



DE 



DEVRO LTD. 



JACK5TADT GMBH 



Date of 
Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 



10-13-1994 



03-02-2000 



Pages, Columns 
Lines Where 
Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures 
Appear 



OTHER PRIOR ART - NQN PAT ENT LITERATURE DOC T TM F.nts 

.Ite i n r 11 1 n p nimo nf f V>^ <-. . ,+U ^_ /■ k t-» rr at - ■ 



Examiner 
Initials 



Cite 
No 



h thet^Z°l We aUth ° r (m CA ^ TAL LETJHRS) ^tlc'of the'aiticte (^n appro^el^r 
the item (book, magazine, journal, senal, symposium, catalog, etc.), data, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, country, where published, source. 



Applicant check 
here if English 
language 
translation 
attachedT 



Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 





11163589.01 



3 



